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It appears from the office-book8 of Sir Henry Her-
bert, Master of the Revels to King James the First,

histriones Angli comcedias et tragoedias singulis fere diebus, in
magna hominum frequentia agunt; quas variis etiam saltationibus,
suavissima adhibita musica, magno cum populi applausu finiri
solent." Hentzneri Itinerarium, 4<to. 1598, p. 132.

8 For the use of this very curious and valuable manuscript I am
indebted to Francis Ingram, of Ribbisford near Bewdley in
Worcestershire, Esq. Deputy Remembrancer in the Court of
Exchequer. It has lately been found in the same old chest which
contained the manuscript Memoirs of Lord Herbert of Cherbury,
from which Mr. Walpole about twenty years ago printed the
Life of that nobleman, who was elder brother to Sir Henry
Herbert.

The first master of the Revels in the reign of Queen Elizabeth
was Thomas Benger, whose patent passed the great seal Jan. 18,
1560-1. It is printed" in Rymer's Foedera. His successor, Ed-
mund Tilney, obtained a grant of this office (the reversion of
which John Lily, the dramatick poet, had long in vain solicited,)
on the 24th of July, 1579, (as appears from a book of patents
in the Pells-office,) and continued in possession of it during the
remainder of her reign, and till the 20th of August, 1610, on
which day he died. He resided when in the country at Leather-
head in Surrey, and was buried at Streatham. Lysons's Environs
of London. This office for near fifty years appears to'have been
considered as so desirable a place, that it was constantly sought
for during the life of the possessor, and granted in reversion.
King James on the 23d of June, 1603, made a reversionary grant
of it to Sir George Buc, (then George Buc, Esq.) to take place
whenever it should become vacant by the death, resignation, for-
feiture, or surrender, of the then possessor, Edmund Tilney;
who, if I mistake not, was Sir George Buc's maternal uncle. Mr.
Tilney, as I have already mentioned, did not die till the end of
the year 1610, and should seem to have executed the duties
of the office to the last; for his executor, as I learn from one of
the Exitus books in the Exchequer, received in the year 1611,
120Z. 18s. 3^. due to Mr. Tilney on the last day of the preceding
October, for one year's expences of office. In the edition of
Camden's Britannia, printed in folio in 1607, Sir George Buc is
called Master of the Revels, I'suppose from his having obtained
the reversion of that place: for. from what I have already stated
he could not have been then in possession of it. April 3, 1612,
Sir John Astley, one of the gentlemen of the privy-chamber,
obtained a reversionary grant of "this office, to take place on the
death, &c. of Sir George Buc, as Ben Jonson, the poet, obtained